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Abstract:

In his great text on The Spread of Tumours in the Human Body, Willis adverted to neuroblastom as frequently yielding secondary growths
in the lymph nodes. Accordingly, this paper confirms this view in an infant in keeping with the vibrant view that the establishment of a
histopathology data pool facilitates epidemiological analysis. This case is considered using worldwide literature search
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Introduction:

Willis (1), in his The Spread of Tumours in the Human Body,
asserted thus: “Neuroblastomas frequently yield secondary
growths in the lymph glands.” Now, Birmingham (UK) authors
asserted that the establishment of a Histopathology data pool
facilitates epidemiological analysis (2). Therefore, how did such
a pool function among the Nigerian ethnic group (3)? The answer
to this particular issue was aided by the Regional Pathology
Laboratory established by the Eastern Region Government, seeing
that I became the pioneer pathologist from 1970.

Case Report

BE, a 7-month-old girl, was brought to the co-author (GU) at
the Pediatric Surgery Department of The University of Nigeria

ba 4

L™ - - ‘T}
b

#

Fig. 316: Shows the characteristic appearances of the neuroblastoma.

Teaching Hospital, Enugu, the mother’s complaint being her right
eye swelling as well as that of the right thigh. On examination,
there was proptosis as well as bilateral firm non-tender inguinal
lymph nodes. One of them was biopsied.

My report concerned a 2 cm partly incised lymphnode. On section, it
showed irregular patchy brownish areas. On microscopy, lymphoid
tissue was scarcely apparent. However, cellular definition was
enough to reveal tumor cells invading fat. Ball-like clusters were
apparent in parts, the rest of the small round tumor cells forming
sheets poorly supported by stroma. These appearances were in
keeping with Fig 316 of Winston Evan’s Histological Appearances
of Tumours (4).
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Discussion

It is of interest that I then remarked as follows: “Aspiration and
cytological examination may be rewarding.” Unfortunately,
follow-up is not easy in this developing community.

Turning to the world literature, most children with lymph node
metastases do not survive up for 2 years (5). Incidentally, an Indian
group (6) added that this tumor shows “a perplexing behavior with
varied range of presentation and outcome.” Also from Austria
(7), the recommendation was in terms of “exploration of biologic
factors determining the pattern of metastatic spread.”

In conclusion, concerning the associates of Ninane (8), they advised
sub-classification into ‘node-positive’ and ‘node-negative’ groups.
In their own words, such groups “will help to define those who
might benefit from improved adjuvant post surgical treatment.”
References

1. Willis RA. The spread of tumours in the human body. London:
Butterworths, 1973; p. 29.

2.Macartney JC, Rollaston TP, Codling BW. Use of a histopathology
data pool for epidemiological analysis. J Clin Pathol 1980; 33:
351-353.

3. Basden GT. Niger Ibos. Cass, London 1966.

4. Evans RW. Histological appearances of tumours. 2nd Edition,
Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone 1968; p. 291.

5. Hayes FA, Green A, Hustu HO, Kumar M. Surgicopathologic
staging of neuroblastoma: Prognostic significance of regional
lymph node metastases. J Pediat, 1983; 102(1): 659-662.

6. Kembhavi SA, Shah S, Rangarajan V, et al. Imaging in
neuroblastoma: An update. Indian J Radiol Imaging, 2015; 25(2):
129-136.

7. Morgenstern DA, London WB, Stephens D, et al. Metastatic
neuroblastoma confined to distant lymph nodes (stage 4N)
predicts outcome in patients with stage 4 disease: A study from the
International Neuroblastoma Risk Group Database. J Clin Oncol,
2014; 32(12): 1228-1235.

8. Ninane J, Pritchard J, Jones PHM, et al. Stage Il neuroblastoma.
Adverse prognostic significance of lymph node involvement. Arch
Dis Childhood, 1982; 57: 438-442.

International Journal of Pediatrics and Neonatal Health

Volume 1 Issue 5, October 2017

122


https://doi.org/10.25141/2572-4355-2017-5.0122
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2500336/pdf/postmedj00556-0060a.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2500336/pdf/postmedj00556-0060a.pdf
http://jcp.bmj.com/content/33/4/351.long
http://jcp.bmj.com/content/33/4/351.long
http://jcp.bmj.com/content/33/4/351.long
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002234768380287X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002234768380287X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S002234768380287X
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4419422/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4419422/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4419422/
http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2013.53.6342?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed&
http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2013.53.6342?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed&
http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2013.53.6342?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed&
http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2013.53.6342?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed&
http://ascopubs.org/doi/abs/10.1200/JCO.2013.53.6342?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori%3Arid%3Acrossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%3Dpubmed&
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1627662/pdf/archdisch00757-0038.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1627662/pdf/archdisch00757-0038.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1627662/pdf/archdisch00757-0038.pdf

